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Current Opinion 

Who Is the Christian's God? 

James Collier is one of those who assisted Herbert Spencer in preparing 
his Descriptive Sociology. While engaged in that work he became impressed 
with the fact that throughout the Middle Ages the real God whom the 
Christians worshiped was Christ, rather than the first person of the Trinity. 
In the July number of the Hibbert Journal Mr. Collier elaborates this thesis, 
tracing it through the great literature of Christianity. Almost without 
exception he finds that the really effective God is Christ. So in Paul and 
the church fathers, mediaeval Christian poets, the great theologians of 
the Roman church, and even many of the modern theologians. Augustine 
almost alone seems not to leave God the Father in the background and 
make Christ supreme. But this God of Christianity is not merely the 
Jesus of the synoptists. He is the risen Christ of Paul — to which fact Mr. 
Collier incidentally gives aPositivist turn by declaring that it is the spirit 
of man himself that is worshiped. 

Mr. Collier has undoubtedly called attention to a real and important 
fact of Christian history. He might even have gone one step farther. For 
Dr. A. H. Strong in the preface of his recently published revision of his 
Systematic Theology declares that no one is entitled to the name of Chris- 
tian who does not properly conceive of Christ — i. e., as one to whom 
prayers are to be addressed, who was and is omnipresent, omniscient, and 
omnipotent. 

But there is a fair question as to Mr. Collier's treatment of Paul, for he 
has quite neglected the apostle's teaching as to the temporary character of 
the work of Christ, as preparatory to the time when God shall be all and 
in all. 

And there is another consideration. A really careful study of the his- 
tory of doctrine will show that while the church has steadily tended to 
erect Jesus into the position of the God who saves, at the same time there 
has been another strong tendency to conceive of God as the Absolute, 
increasingly out of touch with humanity. The Christ-God has been the 
center of soteriological thought, while the Absolute God is the center of 
theological thought. That is to say, Christ has been regarded as God 
"for practical purposes." The modern tendency to emphasize immanence 
is apparently a resultant of these two tendencies. The God resident in 
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humanity has been given the human qualities revealed in Christ. While 
the tendency which Mr. Collier has described was always in danger of 
running into ditheism, this newer conception of a God whose character is 
like Jesus, actually immanent in the world, avoids this danger and helps 
us to unify both our philosophical and our practical religious concepts. 

The Original Ending of Mark's Gospel 

An elaborate article in the Theologische Studien und Kritiken for July, 
1907, by Hans Schmidt, of Breslau, considers the interesting and much- 
discussed question as to how Mark's Gospel originally closed. Schmidt 
thinks it certain that the gospel could not have ended where it now does 
at 16:8, and that what we know as 16:9-20 is a portion of some other 
primitive gospel which was used to piece out Mark's Gospel after its original 
ending had been lost. He then seeks to reconstruct the original ending 
by a careful comparison of the gospels of Matthew, Luke, and John, of 
Paul in I Corinthians 15 : 5-8, and of the account contained in the pseudony- 
mous gospel of Peter. He concludes that the original close of Mark's 
Gospel began with a brief mention of the despair of the apostles, their 
return from Jerusalem to their home in Galilee, an appearance of Jesus to 
Peter while he was fishing on the Sea of Galilee, and lastly a second appear- 
ance to the twelve disciples, probably by the sea. Of the contents of this 
ending he feels considerable certainty; the wording of it is less certain, but 
is derived chiefly from the Gospel of John and the Gospel of Peter. We 
give the text reconstructed by Schmidt, and for the convenience of the 
reader an English translation of the text. 

[Mk. 16:8, Ktd i£e\dov<rai e<pvyov ctiro tov p.vqp.elov, el\ev yap avTai 
Tpop.os Kal liccrTacris " Kal ovSevl ovSev ehrav, i<pofiovvTo yap •] yevop.evqs Be 
tt)s TeXtvraias tS>v a^v/x<av iroWoi rives i£rjp)(ovTO vwwtt pe<l>ovTes els tovs 
oikovs avruiv Trjs eoprrjs Travo-ap.evr]S. Ot Se SdiSeica puaOrfral tov icvpiov IkAouov 
Kal IXvirovvro Kal eKaaros Xvirovp-evos Sta to <rv/u.j8av anyWAyr) els tov oIkov 
airov. r/o-av ofioS %(p.<ov Ilei-pos Kal 'AvBpeas 6 a.Be\<pos a&rov Kal Aevels 
6 tov 'A.\<jm(ov, ov Kvpios airo tov Ti\o>viov eKaXecrev Kai ot tov Ze/ScSatov Kal 
aXXoi ck rwv fm.$t)TS>v avTov Bvo. 1 Xeyei avTois "ZipiM II erpos • V7ray(o aAxevecv. 
Xtyovo'iv avr<S ■ ip)(op.eda Kal fip&ls avv o~ol. Aa/SoWes ovv ra Xiva avTaiv 
awqXBov els Tr)V $d\ao-crav Kal evefi-qo-av els to irXotov, Kal iv fKeivrj rrj wktI 
iwiao'av ovBev. 2 irpuAas Be rjBrj yivop.evqs eo-Tt] 'Irivovs els tov alyiakov. oi 
p-evroi rjBeio'av ot jxadrjTal on 'lr)0-ovs eo-Tiv. Aeyet ovv avrols 'lrjo-ovs • iratSta, 
pvq Tt Trpoo~<l>ayiov ?X er€ »' aireKpiBrjO~av avru> • ov. 6 Be eXirev avrols • ftaXere 

1 Cf. Gosp. Pet., 12; John 21:2. 

2 Cf . Gosp. Pet., 12; John 21:3. 
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€is to. 8e£ta fiepi) rov irXoiov to SCktvov kcu cvprjacrt. ZfiaXov o?v, Kai owcti 
avrb (Xnwai i<t^uov airb rov irXrjOovi rmv i\6v(»v. Aeyei ovv padtfrys tis t<5 
TLerpw • 6 Kvpios io-Tw. Sijuoiv oSv Ilcrpos a«o»Va; ori 6 Kvpios Arriv, rov 
tjrcvSvnjv 8ie£a>craTO, §v yap yvfivos, <cai ?/3a\ev eovrov ets ttjv ftjAacow. 01 
8t dAAoi paOrfral T<j> irKotapitp tj\6ov (ov yap rjvav paKpav airo T)}s y>7S dAXa 
<us airb wrj)(S>v Staxocriatv), ovpovres to Slktvov Tmv l)(dvwv. 3 avi^rj ovv %ip.u>v 
Hirpos »cai wpoviweo'ev tois yoVaow 'L70-OV Xeywr • l£eA0e air' «/xov, Jri dW/p 
apapTcoXos ct/ii, xvpit. Kai etirev irpbs rov %ip.unra 6 IijcroSs * /mj <po/3ov. airb 
rov vvv avOpwirovs cay fcwypwvA (Tovro \akrjo~as a^avros iytvtro air avroB.)5 
Kai (caTayayojTts to irXotbv «ri Trp> y-qv uXjcvo-av to Siktvov «s Tr/v yr/v 
peorbv ix&W /i«yaAo)V. 6 

Mfra TawTa itpavipwrsv eavrbv irdkiv Ijyo"Ous tois fta&jrais «ri T?Js 
OaXao-arp r>/s Tt/JepiaSos. l<paviputo~iV 8k ovrtos? us (oi ScdOCKa) awc/3r)0 , av 
«S T^v yijv fS\iirovo~w avOpoKtav Kupevr/v Kai Sipapiov lm.Ktip.evov Kai aprov 
(icai *50i>s 'Ii^rous lo-n; ev /nco-w owtSv). A.ey« auTOis (6 'Lyo-oBs) ■ Sevre 
dpion/oaTe • ovScis 8« eroA/ta T&v padrfrS>v k£tTao~ax avrov • oa> tis eT ; eiooTts 
ori Kvpios io~Tiv. ep)(tTat lrjo-ovs Kai Aap./3dvti tov aprov Kai 8i8(i>o*iv airrois 
Kai to otyapiov o/iot'<i>s. tovto rj&r) TpiTOv t<pavcpd>6t) 'Ij;o-otis tois pa&prais 
iytpOcls « v«(cp<Sv. 8 

[Mark 16:8. Aad going forth they fled from the tomb, for fear and astonish- 
ment held them, and they told nothing to anyone for they were afraid.] And when 
it was the end of the days of unleavened bread many went away returning to their 
homes, for the feast was ended. But the twelve disciples of the Lord wept and 
mourned, and each one grieving on account of what had happened departed to 
his own home. There were together Simon Peter, and Andrew his brother, 
and Levi the son of Alphaeus whom the Lord called from the seat of toll, and 
the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, 
I go a fishing. They said to him, We also will go with thee. Taking, there- 
fore, their nets they went away to the sea and entered into a boat, and that night 
they caught nothing. But when it was now early Jesus stood upon the shore. 
The disciples, however, did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus therefore said to 
them, Children, have ye anything to eat ? They answered him, No. But he said 
to them, Cast your net upon the right side of the ship and you will find [fish]. 
They therefore cast their net and they were not able to draw it in on account of 
the multitude of fishes. Therefore a certain disciple said to Peter, It is the Lord. 
Simon Peter then, hearing that it was the Lord, girt his garment about him, for 
he was naked, and cast himself into the sea. But the other disciples came with 
the boat (for they were not far from the land, only about two hundred cubits), 
drawing the net of fish. Therefore Simon Peter came and prostrated himself 

3 Cf. John 21: 4-8. 6 Cf. John 21: 11. 

4 Cf. Luke s : 8, 10*. 7 Cf. John 21:1. 

5Cf. Luke 24:31*. 8 Cf. John 21:9, 12-14. 
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before Jesus saying, Depart from me because I am a sinful man, Lord. And 
Jesus said to Simon, Fear not. From now on you shall be a fisher of men. (Say- 
ing this, he was no longer seen by him.) And bringing the ship to the land, they 
dragged the net full of fish up onto the shore. 

After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the Sea 
of Tiberias, and he manifested himself thus: When (the twelve) came to the 
land they saw a fire of coals made and fish thereupon and bread (and straight- 
way Jesus stood in their midst). (Jesus) said to them, Come, eat. But no one 
of his disciples dared to ask him, Who art thou ? for they knew that it was the Lord. 
Jesus came and took the bread and gave to them, and the fish likewise. This 
was now the third time that Jesus manifested himself to his disciples after he had 
been raised from the dead. 

Can We Restore Matthew's Logia? 

A most interesting attempt has this year been made by Professor Har- 
nack, in his Spruche und Reden Jesu, to reconstruct the original Matthew 
document referred to in the Papias tradition, and commonly called the 
Logia. He regards this document as "a collection of discourses and say- 
ings of Jesus, not arranged so as to lead up to the Passion, but having 
almost exclusively a Galilean horizon; a document free from special bias, 
whether apologetic, doctrinal, political, national, or anti-national" (p. 121). 
"That therefore which in the Synoptic Gospels, following the pattern set 
by Mark, is the principal thing — viz., the preparation for the Passion, the 
discourses which have the Passion for their theme, and finally the story of 
the Passion itself — all this so far as we can judge is entirely wanting in the 
Logia. In this lies the fundamental difference between the gospels and 
the Logia; it is not a gospel at all" (p. 120). 

The contents of the Logia then are as follows, according to Harnack: 
It begins with the preaching of John, describes the baptism of Jesus and 
his temptation, then gives large portions of the Sermon on the Mount, then 
the stories of the centurion's servant, the missionary discourses to the dis- 
ciples, the discourses about the Baptist and about Chorazin, the saying 
"I thank thee, Father," the discourses about Beelzebul and about Jonah, 
the woes upon the Pharisees, the warning about false Messiahs and about 
the coming of the Son of man as a thief in the night, and finally the sayings 
"He that hath, to him shall be given," and that the disciples shall rule the 
twelve tribes of Israel (p. 126). 

Professor F. C. Burkitt, of Cambridge University, author of the recent 
fine work entitled The Gospel History and Its Transmission, referring to 
Harnack's monograph in the Journal oj Theological Studies for April, 
criticizes Harnack's reconstruction. He says: 
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I venture to think there is a deep seated defect in Professor Harnack's method, 
and further that his restoration of the Logia is imperfect because he has attempted 
a task for which sufficient materials do not survive I cannot help wonder- 
ing whether this venerable document may not have lost some of its more individual 
property in the process of reconstruction. First it was taken to pieces by Matthew 
and Luke, and now it has been put together again by Dr. Harnack. I find it very 
difficult to believe that it is all there, or even that enough is there to enable us to 
judge it as a literary whole. I have convinced myself that the Logia is a real 
"gospel," and that it contained a story of the Passion, and I still cling to my 
prejudices even after reading Hamack's arguments on the other side. 

Is the Epistle to the Galatians the Earliest New Testament Book? 

Several scholars have recently maintained that Paul's letter to the 
Galatians was the earliest to be written of all the New Testament writings. 
A little monograph, entitled The Date 0} St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians, 
by Douglas Round (Cambridge University Press, 1906), is one of the recent 
contributions in support of this theory. Mr. Round works upon the basis 
of Ramsay's reconstruction of the Acts' history at this point, except that he 
departs from Ramsay's view regarding the date of the Galatian epistle. 
Round's view is that Paul wrote his letter to the Galatians at the close of 
his first missionary journey, in the year 49-50 A. d. 

Upon the return of St. Paul and St. Barnabas to Antioch, we are told by St. 
Luke that "they tarried no little time with the disciples." Immediately after- 
wards is recorded tie further fact that certain men having come down from Judaea 
were teaching the brethren, saying, "Except ye be circumcised after the manner 
of Moses ye cannot be saved." The hypothesis, then, which I hope to make good 
as a possible hypothesis, is that these men from Judaea had also sent on emissaries 
to the Galatian churches with the same teaching, and that such emissaries had 
been so far successful that a messenger from those churches reached St. Paul at 
Antioch with the sorrowful tidings that his Gentile converts in the churches of 
Galatia "were removing from him .... unto a different gospel;" and that in 
consequence St. Paul at once wrote and sent to those churches the epistle which 
we are considering. 

According to this view the conference between Paul and the "pillar 
apostles" described in Gal. 2:1-10 was a private conference held at the 
time of the visit mentioned in Acts n 130, and the collision between Paul and 
Peter at Antioch (Gal. 2 :n ff.) followed soon upon Paul's return from the 
visit to Jerusalem mentioned in Acts 11:30. Then followed Paul's first 
missionary journey, then Paul's return to Antioch where he found that the 
Judaizers were at work among his Galatian churches, and he at once wrote 
his letter to nullify their influence. Then followed the conference at Jeru- 
salem in 50 a. d. narrated in Acts 15:1 ff. 
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Mr. Round claims for this hypothesis the following advantages: (i) No 
visit of St. Paul to Jerusalem, nor anything vital to the question at issue, is 
omitted or suppressed; (2) the most forcible arguments that could be used 
at the time are used; (3) there is no inconsistency with the Acts of the 
Apostles; (4) every phrase which has any relation to or bearing on the 
question of the date is simply and naturally explained; (5) the authority 
of the Council at Jerusalem and of the Decree made by that Council remain 
unimpaired; (6) the epistle must have been written from Antioch or its 
neighborhood; (7) the churches of Galatia, to whom the epistle was 
addressed, must have been those of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and 
Derbe; (8) the epistle is probably the earliest book in the New Testament. 

There are many things to be said in defense of the commonly accepted 
interpretation of this portion of history of the Apostolic Age, and in opposi- 
tion to this theory proposed by Mr. Round. But the problem is an open 
one, and Mr. Round's arguments deserve consideration. 

Among the many new courses of modern Bible study that are constantly 
appearing from the press, one of special excellence is that by Professor 
W. J. Mutch, now of Ripon College, Wisconsin, upon, "Samuel, Saul, and 
David." The material is arranged in thirty sections, or studies, to occupy 
about one year of work. The entire material of the books of Samuel is 
included in the course. The method is a combination of paragraphs of 
useful information, with questions for study and for thought. The para- 
graphs are numbered for convenience of reference, 211 in all, covering 144 
pages of printed material, with very wide margins for pupils' notes. The 
point of view of the course and the principles of historical interpretation 
pursued by Professor Mutch are those which commend themselves to the 
best scholars. The studies would serve as a capital guide to a year's thorough 
and careful research in the history of this towering trio of Old Testament 
heroes, Samuel, Saul, and David. 



